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Abstract 

This study has investigated “Women‟s Street Vending to sustain their daily survival in Urban Life of Dire Dawa: 

Challenges and Prospects” which tries to show their livelihood on the family level, and the reason why these women‟s 

are engaged in this informal economic sector are due to poverty as pushing factor and to alleviate social problems of 

their own.   

Therefore, the researcher used instruments of data collection both primary and secondary methods. The primary data 

are collected from the field through Interview, Focus Group Discussion and Researcher Field Observation. In interview 

about 130 street vendors‟ informants were involved and in FGD about 60 discussants in six groups were involved the 

secondary sources are obtained from written sources. Consequently, qualitative method of data analysis was used by 

the researcher to analyze the collected data‟s through the above mentioned instruments of data collection. The data 

from interviews, focus group discussion and field observation were transcribed, and triangulated with secondary 

sources. 

Thus, the results of the study disclose that how it come to the final conclusion, street vending serves these communities 

involved in it as means of survival for daily subsistence and make known impassable, less effective, less efficient, and 

highly embarrassed job and as an additional income generation for those who have small monthly incomes with large 

family to survive. Street vendors have strong their relationships with people of lower occupational prestige 

The study further investigated the effect of social problems and social relationships in which they contribute to 

strengthen their ties with other communities. Generally it is unlikely that social problems can be resolved by in dealing 

with such informal activities among these women‟s and analyzing the societal and individuals ties in particular and the 

whole community in general.  

The implications of the outcomes of the study is that in providing recognition and to create the awareness how they 

survive and subsides their livelihood by involving in informal economic sector. Thus, it is crucial to conduct further 

studies in a broader scope to advance into the significance of social problems for poor targeted development 

interference in Dire Dawa.  

Keywords: - Women’s, Street Vending, daily survival, Urban Life, Challenges and Prospects 

1. Background of the Study 

The informal economy can be defined in a number of ways. It is usually employed with reference to employment 

outside formal regulatory arrangements, either in law or in practice (ILO, 2014). It embodies the non-regulated nature 

of the sector, outside of formal regulation and beyond the taxation regime. For example, we can identify different types 
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of workers: one fourfold division identifies sub- contracted employees, self-employed, working for one's family, and 

small entrepreneurs (Vanek, Chen, Heintz, & Hussmanns, 2012, 2014). 

Three distinct labors in these sub- sectors can be identified:  informal employment in the informal sector, and informal 

employment in domestic arrangements such as maids and gardeners employed “off the books.”.  This study primarily 

focuses on informal employment in the informal sector, although the divisions are fluid, as we will see in the 

subsequent sections. A study by (Bhowmik, 2005) has defined street vending as an informal type of business, which 

offers goods for sale to the public, without having a permanent built-up structure.  

According to Lyons and Msoka (2010) who defined street vending as “all non-criminal commercial activity dependent 

on access to public space, including market trade, trade from fixed locations and hawking (mobile vending)”. Statistics 

about street vendors are scarce at national and international level due to the nature of vending business e.g. mobile, part 

time, and informality (Skinner, 2008). However, as a share of total informal employment, street vending are generally 

accounted for 15-25 % in African cities, 10-15 % in Asian cities, and 5-10% in Latin American cities for the year 

2001/03 (Esquivel, 2010). Street vendors could be stationary and occupy space on the pavements or other 

public/private areas, or could be mobile, and move from place to place carrying their wares and move on the street 

(Bhowmick, 2005). The mode of operation of Street Vending businesses are differs from one vendor to another, 

depending on the type of products sold. The most common structures used to carry/display products are tables, 

wheelbarrows, bicycles, baskets, and buckets. While others carry their products on hand, shoulders, or by using a 

special board built by used boxes and gunny bag. When it comes to clothes, vendors usually hang their products over 

the walls, fences, parked cars, and on bridges.  

It is common to find street vendors in highly populated areas like bus stands, high traffic roads, near the market, 

football grounds and worship centers. Micro-enterprises Street Vending Business are claimed to be important for 

surviving or escaping poverty in developing country cities (Lyons, 2013).This is because they provide employment, 

income, relative cheap price products, and a variety of newly products to the public (Adhikari, 2012). Conversely street 

vendors are continuously on the run due to constant harassment, assault and seizure of goods by the local government 

authorities or police in and other users of the city space (Asiedu &Agyei-Mensah, 2008).  

Furthermore, they are challenged by limited access to capital, unstable security, unplanned policies on urban 

development, harassment from the owners of formal business, and low level of business skills (Falla, 2013).They lack  

intrinsic empowerment, basic freedoms, self-confidence, walking with dignity, feeling respected, and living without 

fear (Nussbaum,2003). These hindrances limit opportunities for street vending business (Street Vending Business) to 

work efficiently for the income poverty reduction. Godfrey (2011) argues that the informal economy has a great 

potential for poverty reduction and researchers should focus more into this relation. 

Street vending is a significant element of the urban informal economy (Bromley, 2000; Cross, 2000) despite that many 

government efforts to eradicate street vending, it remains a thriving phenomenon in many cities because demand exists 

from a large low-income population who benefit from buying cheap goods. Street vendors also, in certain countries at 

specific political junctures, are able to defend themselves from government attempts to remove them from urban public 

spaces (Bhowmik, 2012; Cross, 2000). Street vending is increasingly recognized and promoted by international 

agencies and some governments as a way to reduce poverty among unskilled individuals unable to obtain formal 

employment (Chen, 2005). 

In Ethiopia, the informal economy accounts for about 50-60 % of the urban employment (UNDP, 2012) and about 42 

% of these informal sector operators earn their livelihoods from microenterprises and street vending (CSA, 2005). Lack 

of skill, lack of working capital, and lack of working premises force rural-urban migrants to join the informal and low-

earning economic activities such as street vending, domestic work, home-based work, and others (CSA, 2003). Among 

informal activities, street vending constitutes the lion‟s share and has become a global phenomenon where millions of 

poor people build their livelihoods by selling goods and services in the streets (ILO, 2002b). 
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2. The Street  Vending as an Informal Business 

Majority of street vendors around the world, undertake business with fear of eviction, jailed, harassed, and fined 

because the laws do not recognize their operations. In many cases they pay a part of their daily sales as a bribe in order 

to continue do business (Bhowmik, 2005). Almost in all countries in Asia and Africa with exception of part of India 

Street vending is illegal and sometimes they are treated as criminals. Urban authorities in South Africa, operate with 

out-dated restrictive policies and regulations that lay emphasis on the illegality of street trade (Mitullah, 2003). Beside 

this, many vendors are not aware of these policies and regulations.  

According to the law, every street vendor in India shall have a right to carry on the business of street vending activities 

in the vending zones allotted to him in accordance with the terms and conditions mentioned in the certificate of vending 

(Gupta, 2014). India is the only country that has provided legal protection to street vendors for conducting their 

business. For the betterment of the street vending business to work for poverty reduction, there is a need for the African 

governments to address supportive policies, regulations and organization of street vending, that will take into account 

the current problems facing street vendors. 

Trade sector (street vending) is an important part of the economy, because it employs a large number of less educated 

people and acts as a „shock absorber‟ in the livelihood and earnings of the poor (Lyons & Msoka, 2009). Furthermore 

many women vendors are major breadwinners in poor households in developing countries (Mitullah, 2003). 

In a context of economic growth it is virtually the only redistributive mechanism for spreading the benefits of growth to 

large numbers of the poor. However the current policies at national and local government levels undermine micro-

trading. The policies of eviction, reallocation and illegality are detrimental not only to vendors, but also to local 

authorities due to loss of trading revenues and costs of policing (Lyons & Msoka, 2009). If the micro trade sector will 

continue to be undermined then, it can‟t work for poverty reduction and even the evicted traders can engage in criminal 

activities. Another study by Lyons (2013) shows, that street vending is imperative for surviving and poverty reduction 

in the developing world.  

3. Methodology 

3.1 Research Design  

This study was designed to focuses on the daily subsistence livelihood of street vending  of Dire Dawa city women‟s 

and who are strive for daily food and with no additional income and those with little income. The rationale for the 

selection of the area was that there is more importantly abundance of women, who are vending on the street in Dire 

Dawa city engaged in street vending business. Women‟s on the street of Dire Dawa engaged in this activities as means 

of escaping from poverty, as means of survival and some others used as additional income.  

This has to be comprehensive enough, to look into the lives of these street vendor women‟s that enables the researcher 

to show the magnitude and heavy link between street vending and vending as means of survival, and the challenges and 

prospects which are exceptionally strike these group of people in identifying contradictory behaviors, beliefs, attitudes, 

emotions and relationships of individual women‟s on street.     

Therefore, this research was based on the street vending as daily livelihood in Dire Dawa city. It was used to 

supplement the information gathered it includes books, bulletins, and different articles written on divorced mothers and 

children  

3.2 Data of Source   

Primary and secondary source of data were used by the researcher. The primary sources were obtained from the field 

through Interview, Focus Group Discussion and Field Observation by the researcher. Secondary sources of data were 

data obtained from published and unpublished sources. These secondary sources of data were used to relate and 

triangulate the research problem of their past with situations on real ground which was obtained from primary sources 

of data, that were obtained from the field.  
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3.3 Type of Data   

Both primary and secondary types of data were used to understand this paper. The primary data‟s were the data‟s 

collected from field through different techniques of data collection such as interview, focus group discussion and field 

observation. The data obtained from interview, focus group discussion and from field observation were triangulated in 

line with the importance of the sources as discussed in review literature earlier. Interview question was generated by the 

researcher and interviewed some selected informants who were willing to respond, who are living in Dire Dawa City as 

Street Venders‟.  

Thus, primary data‟s were collected through interview method, focus group discussion and field observations were 

directly collected from the field while secondary data types were also used from different written sources. 

3.4 Instrument of Data Collection  

Three types of primary data collections apparatus were used to collect the relevant, appropriate and reliable primary 

data from the field. These include interview, focus group discussion and field observation, and which are very 

important to explore the issue under study. In Interview about 130 informants, in focus group discussion about 60 

discussants were participated and field observation was used to get the first hand information from the field to fulfill the 

gap identified by the researcher. Secondary sources were also used to strengthen the validly of paper.  

Therefore, the researcher employed different these three types of tools or instruments to collect the most reliable data 

that are necessary to strengthen the reliability of the outcome of the study. 

3.5 Method of Data Analysis   

Qualitative method data analysis was used to make the research influential and significant for the sake understanding 

the issue under discussion. The researcher tried to look into the view of informants and discussants to investigate the 

issue of street vending and their livelihood and challenges they meet in nowadays and future.  One occasion important 

for the researcher is that data collected from the field were qualitative which were collected from the field through 

personal observation, interview and focus discussion.  

The researcher also used secondary data sources to strengthen the ideas obtained from qualitative data. The researcher 

used various information to complete and triangulate the collected data to increase and strengthen the validly and 

reliability of the outcome the research. 

4. Ethical Consideration  

Anthropologist key question to investigate the problems of societies under study, they have to have permission, and 

they must have to consider the permission of the host community about the research whether the research had a risks to 

these group of people. The researcher has the responsibility to avoid the risks that these societies will face due to this 

study; the society have to continue their everyday activities without interruption of the researcher work in to their social 

and economic affairs to investigate the issue under examination.  

That is why every Anthropologists need to have permission to study societies at their original setting in search of 

solution for problems that the societies have faced or bring negative impact to the communities under study. Everything 

about the society under study would be kept in secret or not exposed without the consent of the host societies. 

Therefore, the researcher had confirmed these Street vender Women‟s about this study in which the investigation did 

not affect any body negatively either communities in focus or the others who were in methods for realization of this 

paper. The researcher gave much attention for dignity, respect, privacy life and democratic thinking, for people under 

study and for the informants and discussants in data collection 

5. Finding and Discussions 

5.1 Reasons for Women’s Involving in the Street Vending 

5.1.1 Due to Intimidating Poverty  



  IJournals: International Journal of Social Relevance & Concern 

    ISSN-2347-9698 

Volume 5 Issue 9 September 2017 

 
 

© 2017, IJournals All Rights Reserved                                                                      www.ijournals.in 
 

Page 19 

Poverty is frequently presented as an evolving concept linked to dominant development street vending for women‟s in 

Dire Dawa. Street vending was measure taken by women‟s to tackle poverty in different ways; the common ones are 

direct and indirect vending on the street confronting the legal form of economy.  

A direct vending was making tent on the street as a formal means of economy to eradicate poverty which focuses on 

relative scarcity (poverty seen as having unfavorable living condition), usually base on basic living requirements. The 

indirect vending was usually took place early in the morning and on verge of sun set to tackle the likely happening of 

poverty by using a benchmark for consumption and living conditions such as throwaway income (poor if throwaway 

income is less than minimum subsistence) in other words it is referred to as income poverty. 

In other words, generating income is the only means to tackle the availability of poverty for Dire Dawa women, but 

when income fails to meet the need of daily livelihood of family it is worthless. That is why women‟s in Dire Dawa 

were engaged in this informal economic activity to meet their daily need. 

Poverty is repeatedly presented as an evolving concept linked to dominant development the third world countries; 

countries like Ethiopia. Poverty can was the ultimate sources of the push factor that pushes the women‟s to the street, to 

gain the daily means of survival in Dire Dawa. Women‟s engaged in this activity in order to tackle the ongoing 

increasing rise of the prices of commodities from day to day. Even though Ethiopia is recording high rates of economic 

growth over the last two years, averaging 11% annum since 2014, the level of poverty remained high in Ethiopia. The 

extreme poverty has been seen in urban centers like in Dire Dawa, Addis Ababa and other important gig cities of 

Ethiopia.  

Women‟s engaged in street vending in Dire Dawa, in activities such as selling breakfast, fruits and vegetables and other 

edible foods. Making breakfast is common along the main streets of Dire Dawa as early as 12 o‟clock to meet the daily 

need of their family.  Women‟s involved in it by cooking potatoes, “firifir” (broken Injera or bread), “Ful”(cooked 

beans), sometimes egg and other buyable foods. This may decline existence of poverty over recent years, Dire Dawa 

even though majority of people remains a poor the city.  

5.1.2 Due to other Provoking Social Issues  

Street vendors have participated in social phenomenon‟s which include Edir, Equb and other social issues. So, to 

continue in participation they have to have money, in which they use street vending as one sources of income 

generation for the continuity of social life. If they cute to participate in these social issues they are marginalized.  

Thus, women‟s of Dire Dawa are engaged in informal economic sector such as street vending in order to stay in the 

social norm of the community they belonged. If these communities do not participate in social issues directly they 

cannot afford it, because they have pay monthly payments 

5.2 The Formulate of Street Vending for city Women’s 

5.2.1 Street Vending as Means Livelihood  

The livelihoods of the poor societies in Dire Dawa are determined mainly by the circumstance in which they live and 

their effort to alleviate the obstacles hindered them in search of daily livelihood need and their ability to obtain secure 

livelihoods. The daily subsistence is obtained by women‟s activities if their family income was insufficient to support 

the families to survive. One of my informants tells me about vending on the street as follows:- 

I have been working on this site from early in the morning by making different types breakfast 

“Ful”(cooked beans), “Firifir” (broken Injera or Bread). I have been working here since 2000 

E.C (2008 G.C) working barely is able to get livelihoods to my family member’s to survive. I do 

not know what happen to my family if I stopped working here, may only God knows.  

Women‟s in Dire Dawa engaged in this informal economic activity, the street vending in order to obtain the daily 

subsistence as a means of livelihood and some others engaged in street vending in order to support the insufficient 

monthly income of their family. In other words street vending in Dire Dawa is the main occupation to support the poor 
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circumstance of the family income. Therefore, poor family income or family without income were forced the women‟s 

in search means of survival to meet family need. One of my informants explained the following:-  

I have been working as street vendor for the last 9 years supporting my living and the living of my 

family depend up on the street vending and support my family in gaining daily livelihood working 

up to 12:00 o’clock in the mid noon. I wake up at 5:00 o’clock early in the morning and go to the 

street, making fire, cleaning a place of vending. Then, at early in the Moring beginning from 6:00 

o’clock I serve my customers, that is how we live on this street.  

The location of street vending includes the main roads of Dire Dawa in which these women‟s usually used to use. The 

street vending activities included food items vending, vegetable and fruits vending, fast foods vending as breakfast as 

means of survival. 

I have been here since 2008 G.C, on the street called “Sabean Street” for making breakfast 

beginning early in the morning. I purchase items for cooking such as onions, tomatoes, potatoes, 

chilies, beans for the next day always afternoon. We as family use the money and other important 

things after this occasion. So, my customers usually come to consume after everything are ready. 

 Another respondent in this regard added that:  

I have been selling multiple items on the street for survival. I used sell second hand clothes on the 

street of Dire Dawa, since 2010 G.C. I have no formal shop to sell my clothing items, sometimes I 

use small tent when there is very temperature in the midday time. That is struggling to survive; we 

sometimes encountered the police force evacuating us by force. But after 3-4 days running here 

and there, we would back to our first place. That is what our life looks like.  

Therefore, the researcher understands that the vendors use the money or the profit they gained after they 

make everything ok, for the next day services. 

 5.2.2 In Seek for Additional Income for Family  

Informal economic activity especially women‟s street vending provides earning to families with small income for 

livelihoods who are dependent on the little family income and in which the whole family members depend up on it. 

Additional livelihood incomes are important for those with the little amount of income to support their family 

member‟s daily subsistence at the household level. Some of the women‟s have in a great need of additional income to 

support the family livelihoods that are dependent on the small amount of income of the family members. One of my 

teenager respondents said the following words:  

I have been working here to support my family since am elder daughter of the family. I buy 

vegetables from far areas as far as 150 Km away from Dire Dawa. My father was died when I was 

seven years old, now I am 17. I have to help my three brothers and three sisters in paying school 

fees. Then I started vending on this site for the last 5 years and even dreaming to support after they 

join higher education. I stopped my education at grade 8. But the dreams of my sisters and 

brothers have to continue. That is why I decided to support my poor family. 

 Family members such as children and old parents are in need of support, but the only institutions to support these 

societies are energetic family members by providing daily subsistence. Providing basic necessities to those dependent 

family members becomes the responsibility of the energetic family member‟s youth and adults. Many street vendors are 

working on the street for surviving to their dependent family members as additional income generating. For instance 

the families with large members need additional income that the only choice that they have is informal economic 

activity particularly street vending. 

Another informant said the following words about subsiding family income:  

I am working here on the street of Dire Dawa for the last seven years to support my family daily 
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livelihood. I have about 5 small children and my old grandmother with me. My husband served 

as a guard of one of government institution and got a salary of 1000 Eth Birr. This money cannot 

support our 8 family members, that is why I am her to support my family to subsides my 

husband’s income. 

The researcher understand from this is that some of vendors were working hard on the street with their small children 

during the field work, in which children‟s are also supporting them by washing utensils of food.  

6. Challenges  and Opportunities on the Street 

6.1 Challenges on the Street in Dire Dawa 

Street venders in Dire Dawa familiarity of serious challenges such as eviction, limited access to capital, unstable 

security and unplanned policies on urban administrators mistreating. This study suggests that violent confrontations 

between the government actors and street vendors which cannot only address the challenge of street vending but also 

miserable challenges taken by the government officers including the armed police force. They make vending to sustain 

their life and their family life by earning daily subsistence. 

The vendors‟ have no legal protection; they are always working on suspicious fearing the reallocation by the 

government officers. The government officers explain that it is difficult for the government controlling and managing 

the city environment, including managing foot track of the community, controlling of increasing vending activities and 

providing easy movement to the city residents.  

Street vendors explains that the government have to support us instead of pushing us and our family towards poverty, 

and begging by providing necessary place to secure our daily livelihood. These conditions have to be settled before 

pushing us and our family towards poverty and hapless to survive. So what we always strive to the city administrators 

that please help us by providing place of work instead of pushing our family towards begging and being poor. 

The challenges that the government officers faced is the increase of street  vendors  on the street  from time to time  by 

having different forms ranging from easily cooked foods to selling cloths on the street. It is not good for the 

government letting them stay on the street because it creates a lot of problems, including physical and social problems 

and difficulty for public movement. Vendors can create many social problems in the city, because they occupying the 

main street of the city.  Street vendors get gathered and shout loudly to attract to the customers, which creates a noisy 

atmosphere in the city. 

According to city officers vendors on the street affect the movement of automobiles; the street become crowed and 

even becomes very difficult even to walk around those locations. Moreover, it has become a political issue it is because 

the government needs tax badly nowadays to subsidy the budget of the country. The city officers have to employ staffs 

of road cleaners or janitors to remove the garbage collected by the street vendors, which make the city full of garbage. 

Thus, to clean the garbage mounts up by the residents and street vendors the city administrators. 

According to the informants and discussant street vendors due to the increase of the problem at home at which they are 

challenged by shortage of income, they have to have to tackle such challenges the vendors come to the street. Street 

vendors state that they should not have another options for living because living on the edge of poverty and begging is 

painful that is why they determined to vend on the street to meet their daily need. Therefore, the main challenges that 

they face on the street are hurting and painful, they have to resist all the challenges to continue subsiding their little 

income.  

Clashes are happened between street vendors and the city officers is also a major problem which is increasing at present 

in Dire Dawa. Officers are in charge of the street vendors to control encroachment and overcrowding on the main roads 

of Dire Dawa and in major public places. One informal informant who was working as a Dire Dawa policeman in this 

regard said:  

There was clash between police force and street vendors for many years without solution. I 
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have been a police officer of Dire Dawa city administration for the last 12 years. Three was 

very tough resistance from vendors as if they were right to sell on the street. But I have 

become conscious that vendors have been increasingly challenging the right officers due their 

problem at home. There is a clash on public places and over the crowded streets of the city. I 

think the vendors are also right, because they have to support their family to sustain their life, 

even though the job is illegal.   

Consequently, it can be piercing enough to believe that as well encroachment of streets vendors to public places, and 

main streets made happenings of social problems including; clash, theft, robbery, crimes, are increasing with increasing 

street vending in Dire Dawa and these concern have been more challengeable to Dire Dawa urban administration. 

6.2 Opportunity of Street Vending in Dire Dawa  

Street vending as an informal economic sector is an illegal profession, which has been in exist in all cities of Ethiopia 

including the capital city Addis Ababa, so there is a common trend in all cities engaging in a such informal economic 

sector. One of the worst inclinations of urbanization in Ethiopia is the increase in illegal economic activities such as 

Street vending and other informal economic activities. The absence of source of employment pushes societies towards 

informal economic activities to provide affordable services to the majority of the urban poor and to meet their daily 

subsistence need to their family.  

Therefore, street vendors in Dire Dawa city comprise the majority of societies depend on this informal economy to 

sustain their daily livelihood, and for those who subsidies their small monthly income communities in the city. Thus, 

the most important opportunities of street vending for these communities include; 

1. They provide an indispensable service to the urban poor‟s who cannot afford their essentially daily food to 

them and their family, because the price of street vendors is low when compared to the formal economic sector 

partners. The most important opportunity of street vendors is earning their livelihood on the street.  

2. It creates the employment opportunities for their families in general and poor‟s on the street in particular. The 

poor‟s on the streets got an opportunity of cleaning dishes serving the customers in which they got their daily 

livelihood. Very poor peoples who are migrated to the urban areas of Dire Dawa for survival have got chance 

to meet their daily need. Thus, street vending has become an opportunity for work and employment for both 

urban poor and some other better rotten rural people. Furthermore, this sector also links to the formal sectors 

by providing labour forces and by marketing their products.  

3. They played an important role by providing significant food services and goods to the poor the of the city in 

which the urban communities in general urban poor‟s in particular were provided food in less price. It has one 

of the enormous contributions in terms of employment and livelihood to urban poor. It provides seasonal 

employment to the urban poor and has become a source of economic earning to them 

4. Street vending pull towards to it, those who have limited opportunities of obtaining formal employment and 

minimizes chances of social exclusion and marginalization of the urban poor‟s who works as daily laborers. 

Street vending is increasingly becoming livelihood option for those marginalized people, in formal economy  

5. Even though, urban officials take street vending as an illegal and unproductive sector; but they also consider it 

as an important livelihood securing sector for the urban poor.  

6. Therefore, it can be accounted as an opportunity to poor communities, to sustain their basic needs. It is also 

prevalent that some better off people also migrate to urban areas for work and to earn cash income. 

7. Those who are unsuccessful or unable to get regular jobs or engage in formal economic sector mainly involve 

in street vending sometimes as stepping stone towards the formal economic sector. 

8. It teaches the lesson of self-reliance and want to live their life with dignity and self-respect through hard work, 

they do not demand that government create jobs for them, or engage in begging, stealing and robbery of 
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someone‟s property. 

9. This segment of the urban poor communities tries to solve their own social problems through their own 

inadequate resources and little capital. Unlike other economic activities it did not need huge amount of capital 

plenty of labour force to serve urban poor‟s. These people work for at least 12 hours a day under harsh 

conditions on the street.  

7. Conclusion  

Street vending as an informal economy involves the insufficient livelihood for Dire Dawa women‟s and become an 

easy access to those vendors. Street vending was determined by women‟s to embark upon poverty in different ways; the 

common ones are direct and indirect vending on the street confronting the legal form of economy.  

Vending on the street as informal sector of economy used to get rid of poverty which focuses on daily basic living 

requirements. Vending was usually took place in early in the morning to tackle the likely happening of poverty by 

using a standard for consumption and living conditions such as incidental income in other words it is referred to as 

income poverty.  

Street vendors have participated in social issues which include Edir, Equb and other social concerns. Thus, vendor have 

to continue in participation they have to have money, in which they use street vending as one sources of income 

generation for the continuity of social life. If they cute to participate in these social issues they are marginalized.  

The livelihoods of the poor societies in Dire Dawa are determined mainly by the circumstance in which they live and 

their effort to alleviate these obstacles hindered them in search of daily livelihood need and their ability to obtain secure 

livelihoods. Thus, vending used to this part of the community as a means of survival for daily subsistence. Street 

vendors used the income from the street as additional livelihood which is important for those with the little amount of 

income to support their family member‟s daily subsistence at the household level. Some of the women‟s have in a great 

need of additional income to support the family livelihoods that are dependent on the small amount of income of the 

family members. 

Street venders in Dire Dawa have an awareness of serious challenges such as eviction from work places, limited access 

to working capital, unstable security and unplanned policies on urban administrators mistreating. There are brutal 

confrontations between the government officers and street vendors which cannot only address the challenge of street 

vending but also treat in miserable challenges including the armed police force. They make vending to sustain their life 

and their family life by earning daily subsistence. The vendors‟ have no legal protection; they are always working on 

suspicious of the eviction by the city officers.  

Street vending as has got an opportunity which exists in all cities of Ethiopia has a common trend in engaging in such 

informal economic sector. The absence of source of employment pushes societies towards informal economic activities 

to provide affordable services to the majority of the urban poor and to meet their daily subsistence need to their family.  
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