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ABSTRACT 

As a practice content of the space production of the newsroom, the central kitchen is being widely promoted and 

constructed in all levels of media, which is the "bright spot" in the process of the integration and development of 

traditional media in China. The central kitchen has changed the "isolated" state between different spatial structures in 

the traditional news production process, making radio and television, newspapers and periodicals accessible to content 

production and communication platforms that compete with emerging media in form. The media space in Cyber Age 

shows a trend of fragmentation, and the more obvious the difference of space structure is, the more it promotes the 

transformation of the logic of space production in the newsroom. Although the central kitchen space has the dominant 

characteristics of the Cyber Era, its root is still produced under the impetus of the logical inertia of industrial news 

production. Behind the "industrial island" in Cyberspace era, it reflects the influence of industry regulation and power 

on space politics, and also brings about new contradictions in the process of updating the relationship between different 

subjects in the central kitchen space. To seek breakthroughs in the logic of industrial production is the development 

direction of central kitchen space production. 
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The trend of media convergence has changed the way of production in newsroom space. "Space is a social 

product"
[1]

.The newsroom is an important part of urban space, and the newsroom space is also a product of the 

interaction of various social relations; "Space is the place for power struggle"
[2]

.The conflict of different social relations 

will also lead to contradictions in the production process of newsroom space. The central kitchen is an important 

innovative way for Chinese traditional media to adapt to the trend of integration and deal with future media competition. 

It reflects the breakthrough of the "old" traditional media operation system and becomes a representative case of the 

space innovation of the newsroom.Different researchers believe that the central kitchen is conducive to the innovative 

operation of newspapers, television, radio and other forms of media. They summarized their experience and found the 

problems of homogeneity and formalization in the central kitchen. They also thought about the causes of the problems 

from the negative impact of the "pipeline" content production mode, the cultural conflict in the central kitchen and the 

intervention of the external forces of the newsroom. They don't think every media shall build a central kitchen
[3]

. Faced 

with the advantages and problems of the central kitchen, it is necessary to grasp the spatial form, spatial structure, 
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spatial relationship/significance of the central kitchen from the perspective of the space production of the newsroom, 

and find out the in-depth reasons behind the space production problems of the central kitchen. From the perspective of 

space criticism, we can reconstruct the confrontation between two kinds of space production logic in the central kitchen, 

interpret the relationship and contradiction of different powers in the central kitchen space, and explore the direction of 

the spatial meaning generation of the central kitchen. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION: The integration development of news room as space production 

At present, Chinese traditional media are promoting the construction of the central kitchen. People's Daily and 

CCTV(China Central Television) central kitchen have become the benchmark for the industry to learn and promote. 

Central kitchen is a new generation of content production, dissemination and operation system oriented to audiences, 

international and future. With the production and dissemination of content as the main line, it not only serves the 

various media of the group, butalso builds a public platform to support high-quality content production for the entire 

media industry, which can gather resources from all sides and form a synergistic development force.Taking the central 

kitchen as the specific object, this paper pays attention to the production practice of the newsroom space under the 

background of media convergence, and enriches the theoretical perspective and research practice of the production 

mechanism and problems of media convergence based on the analysis of the production of the newsroom space. The 

analysis of the space form of the central kitchen should not only focus on the development of the overall space, but also 

grasp the adjustment of the interior structure of the news room. Central kitchen is a representative case of the 

integration and innovation of traditional media, so the contrast with the traditional editorial room is an effective way to 

understand the spatial form of the central kitchen. 

First of all, the central kitchen space boasts the characteristics of integration. Traditional editorial rooms are 

structured and of block-like geospatial layout. Different departments and columns are confined to enclosed isolated 

space. They are respectively connected with the "chief editor" who is in the center of spatial power. In order to achieve 

the goal of "one-time acquisition, multiple generation and multiple dissemination", the central kitchen has broken the 

closed space of the traditional editorial room, and realized the integration of business space, technology space and 

platform space. The acquisition and editing personnel are in a unified integrated open space, and "all people can sit 

together"
[4]

in which case everyone is a space node that can produce interactive relationship. Each person is a space 

node that can generate interaction. News production of newspapers, networks, micro-blog and client-side is aggregated 

in unified space. Secondly,the central kitchen space boasts its visibility, and digital technology is embedded in every 

corner of the central kitchen space. The work content of the main body of the space can be displayed through various 

"big screens". For example, the central kitchen of People's Daily, which is called the "model" of the industry, is in its 

all-media news hall. Staring at the screen which is more than ten meters long in front of us becomes the landmark 

landscape of the central kitchen, which is convenient for the overall planning and management of the acquisition and 

editing work, thus creating conditions for improving the productivity of the central kitchen space. Thirdly, the central 

kitchen space has expansibility, which can enhance the interaction between the newsroom space and urban social space. 

On the one hand, it can provide space support for business innovation oriented to new media. For example, new media 

innovation projects of employees can be incubated in the form of studios, which increases the newsroom space and 

affects the social space. On the one hand, it also opens the interface for the access of external space forces, which can 

realize the communication between different media units'central kitchen space. 
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2. DISCUSSION: Development trend and dilemma of space production in newsroom in 

Cyberspace 

Based on the development of digital technology and its transformation of society, cyberspace has exerted more and 

more influence on the media with the advent of cyberspace era characterized by virtual social interaction. Hamelink 

holds that "cyberspace is an infinite and unreal space in geography, in which people, computers and computers are 

connected independently of time, distance and location"
[6]

. There is a new way of integrating space resources in 

cyberspace era, which gives birth to newsroom space. Production brings challenges, which has become the starting 

point of space production for many new media editing rooms.Cyberspace is essentially a virtualized space, which is a 

visual, colorful and electronic data landscape. It is mainly a conceptual space, symbolic space, thinking space, that is, a 

self-made space, rather than a self-existent space or physical space. In cyber era, virtualization has become the basic 

feature of information dissemination technology and platform. This increasingly common trend of virtualization has 

impacted the entity of the newsroom space. The newsroom strives to adjust its own spatial structure and improve the 

"intelligence" degree of the newsroom space by means of digital technology. Through various attempts, the entity 

newsroom space becomes the basic node of various virtual space subjects, thus realizing the connection between the 

entity newsroom space and the virtual cyberspace, and improving the discourse power of newsroom space in 

cyberspace. For example, there is no specific collecting and editing spacein today's headline entity "newsroom". 

Intelligent data analysis and push system occupies the core position. This is a subversive space form for traditional 

media newsrooms, and has the space function of competing for the first chance in cyberspace. 

According to the economic principle, space allocation is formed into a close organic relationship among different 

space locations, different scales and functions. There must be some order, which is called spatial structure
[7]

. The 

production of central kitchen space has changed many space locations and functions of traditional newsrooms, and 

constructed a new space structure with integration, visibility and expansibility; however, unlike the idealized "Cyber 

News Room" whose spatial structure and boundary are constantly weakening and dispelling, the spatial structure 

characteristics of the central kitchen have been strengthened to a certain extent. After a difficult round of integration 

and development and morphological innovation, it gradually "precipitates" into a solidified "industry model". In the 

process of building the central kitchen of media at all levels, two aspects of experience are emphasized. One is the 

learning and reference of the "successful" model of People's Daily, CCTV, Zhejiang Daily, and the other is the 

preservation of their own excellent experience and tradition in the operation of the traditional editorial room. Although 

the establishment of each central kitchen will claim "future media trends" and "integration as the purpose", the above 

two aspects of experience will still dominate the implementation of spatial planning. Therefore, the logical starting 

point of building the central kitchen is to improve the space production mode according to the requirements of Cyber 

era, but the traditional media "need" the central kitchen. Behind this starting point is a kind of industry will, which 

often deviates from the objective law of cyberspace production, and makes the central kitchen space lose the 

opportunity to exercise the ability of "open migration", which leads to the constant solidification and "precipitation" of 

its spatial structure. 

Whether it is the "success" mode of the industry or the excellent tradition of the traditional editorial room, it is not 

only influenced by the subjective will of the industry, but also by the implicit restriction of the logic of industrial news 

production, and from the root, the industry will embodies the logic of industrial news production. "The construction of 

the central kitchen strengthens the industrialization attribute of news"
[8]

. With the gradual "solidification" of the central 
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kitchen space, the flexibility and adaptability of the integration and development of its "advertised" have not become 

the main characteristics of the central kitchen space, breaking the old structural space. Instead of building a new space 

that can adapt to the interaction of fragmented space, it is replaced by a new structured space.The old space boundary is 

replaced by the new space boundary, and the old space structure is replaced by the new space structure. The intelligent 

space required by Cyberspace era has not become the dominant logic of space production in the central kitchen. "The 

essence of the central kitchen is to break the news production of the editorial department, promote the news production 

mode controlled by the logic of large-scale industrial production, and further integrate the news production into the 

standardized production line."
[9]

. The leading role of the central kitchen is the production logic of industrialization news 

space. 

Under the influence of the production logic of industrial news space, the cultural attribute of news has been 

weakened, the product attribute has been strengthened, the logic of cyberspace has been weakened, and the logic of 

market income has been strengthened. "Compared with the traditional news production of the editorial 

department,'Central Kitchen'is more suitable for capital operation, but it is not conducive to the news industry as a 

social public product. We also acknowledge that the "Central Kitchen" is undoubtedly an attempt to save an industry, 

but we are not sure whether the ultimate rescue is "news"? "Big screen" and people, who should be chosen as the 

starting point of space production in the central kitchen, are the core of the conflict between cyberspace development 

requirements and the logic of industrial news production. 

 

3. RESULT: Contradiction and Crux Of Space Production In Newsroom 

"The connection between institutional norms and border production ultimately affects the power structure within 

the space"
[10]

. The result of power interweaving and wrestling is directly reflected in the conflict of power structure in 

the central kitchen space. Firstly, the conflict in the work flow. Taking the innovation of news visualization in the 

central kitchen space as an example, the prominent contradiction in the former editorial room existed between 

"journalists-editors". Now the new media operation, visual editors and other roles join in, which makes the 

contradiction in the editorial room more complex. Many Chinese and foreign news room spaces are in the same 

situation. This conflict has arisen in the development of integration. Most of them choose to endure and run in, and 

some choose the "de-integration" strategy of departmental and spatial stripping.Secondly, conflicts in the process of 

management. Taking cost management as an example, one of the starting points of building a central kitchen is to 

achieve economies of scale in news production, thereby reducing operating costs. However, conflicts in internal space 

lead to problems such as department interests, communication costs and hardware maintenance costs. Thirdly, the 

conflict between space and organizational culture. The central kitchen is not only a technical problem, but also a 

cultural and psychological problem for the existing journalism. Although different producers gather in the unified 

central kitchen space, they have profound cultural and thinking impressions of their original departments, media forms, 

which conflict with the integrated culture that the central kitchen strives to establish. 

The two logic of space production of newsroom in Cyber Age and that of industrialized newsroom are the 

aggregation of two different power relations and structures, and they represent two different stages of development. The 

logic of newsroom space production in Cyber Age points to the future, laying more emphasis on the influence of 

intellectualized and man-machine integrated media evolution trend on newsroom space, and depicting an idealized and 

revolutionary picture of newsroom space in the future. It strives to improve the intelligence and data level of the 
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newsroom space, and pays more attention to the reconstruction of spatial relations and the expansion and realization of 

spatial functions;The space production logic of the industrial newsroom is based on the present, paying more attention 

to the transformation of the real space of the newsroom. It can't completely change the basic structure of traditional 

newsroom space in a short time; it can only work hard to find "stepping stone" for "industrial news giant" under the 

pressure that the evolution law of the media industry has been "iterated" to see the new scene outside the "intelligent 

wall". It strives to be able to meet the requirements of the media market at this stage and basically meet the diverse 

information needs of the current audience. In order to accomplish its own evolution in the process of constantly 

adjusting to meet the needs of many parties, it is necessary to find an "efficient" and operable adjustment plan of spatial 

structure and the corresponding industrialized production process of news. 

Central kitchen space is in the process of construction, change and adjustment, so it will frequently touch the 

inherent boundaries of different powers, resulting in a variety of contradictions and frictions. Through the analysis of 

the conflict of power structure in the central kitchen space, it is found that the reason why the central kitchen is difficult 

to construct an idealized cyber-era newsroom space is that there are great differences in the realistic power relationship, 

the structural wrestling force and the idealized way of power coordination in cyber-era newsroom space.The existence 

of these power relations and structures determines that the central kitchen space needs to accumulate steadily and 

evolve difficultly in accordance with the logic of industrial news space production, and can not "leapfrog" towards the 

idealized cyber newsroom space. As a result, the central kitchen of the central kitchen has become the "industrial 

island" in the Cyber era. Because of the restriction of power relations and structure, the space of the central kitchen has 

been "solidified" in the industrial news production line. Even if the external form of the production line is reproduced 

in a modern and intelligent way, it can not change the flow. The industrial nature of waterlines is only an increasing 

number of large screen lines. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The criticism of the central kitchen space is not to deny the exploration of the production of the integrated 

newsroom space, but to recognize the development status of the integration of traditional media more rationally 

through the analysis of the special space form of the newsroom, so as to avoid the construction of the central kitchen 

going into the erroneous area of formalization, especially in the current media at all levels in China. We need rational 

voice to push forward the central kitchen construction.The spatial characteristics of the "industrial island" of the central 

kitchen can not be completely changed in a short time, because this structural space change of the newsroom needs to 

be based on the large-scale changes in social, economic and technological background; but the space of the central 

kitchen can not always be limited to "industrial island";"Industrial Isolated Island" is a metaphor for the spatial state of 

the central kitchen. It does not mean that the central kitchen space will be completely "isolated" outside the cyberspace 

development and evolution process. "Isolated islands" can not meet Cyber "mainland" through large-scale space 

production mode of "reclamation and land-building" in a short time, but it can enhance the communication between 

"isolated islands" and "mainland" by means of "bridge-building", "port-building" and "navigation", so as to realize 

more diverse and frequent links between two heterogeneous spaces. And these effective connections and their positive 

impact on the "isolated island" are the spatial significance of the central kitchen space production at this stage. 

The cyberspace of the central kitchen can hardly be rapidly promoted in a short time, but it has already possessed 

the characteristics of mobility and mobility to a certain extent. It can be connected and interacted with social space 
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through various means of mobility and specific intelligent means. These ways of "building bridges", "building ports" 

and "navigating" need to be constantly tried, adjusted and optimized in the process of integration and development. 

They can not be copied or all-in-one. Fundamentally speaking, the development of space production is rooted in 

human's own development, and human's development is the ultimate value orientation. The logic of cyber newsroom 

space and industrialized newsroom space is from the aspects of space form structure and its power determinants, while 

space form and structure are not the core connotation of space production. The construction of central kitchen should 

start from the development of people behind the form and structure and the information needs of people and society. 

Instead of trying to break through or get rid of the logic of industrial news space production, we should gradually 

realize the production of spatial significance based on the predicament and current situation of "isolated island".  
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