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ABSTRACT 

National anthems are meant to be persuasive and 

affect the way the people love and cherish their 

motherland.  Using Aristotle’s theory of ethos, 

pathos and logos, an in-depth analysis of the 

grammatical components that make up each word, 

clause, line and stanza of the Uganda’s national 

anthem were analysed. (Christof, 2010) The study 

established that the stylistic form and lexicon - 

each word, phrase, line and stanza was carefully 

chosen to implore Ugandans to appreciate, 

embrace and treasure the aspects that make them 

the pearl of Africa. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Aristotle taught that a speaker's ability to persuade 

an audience is based on how well the speaker 

appeals to that audience in three 

different areas: logos, ethos, and pathos. 

Considered together, these appeals form what later 

rhetoricians have called the rhetorical 

triangle.(Ramsey, 2019) Aristotle spoke about three 

artistic proofs namely: ethos (credibility), pathos 

(emotions and psychology of the audience), logos 

(patterns of reasoning).(Editors, Ethos, Pathos and 

Logos definition and examples, 2015) They are 

also referred to as modes of persuasion,  

ethical strategies or rhetorical appeals. 

Persuasion as a literary technique refers to “the art 

of effective speaking and writing with   

which writer make their opinions 

believable to the audience through logic, 

by invoking emotions, and by proving 

their own credibility”  

(LiteraryDevicesEditors, 2013) 

A national anthem according to Webster dictionary 

refers to “a song that praises a particular country 

and is officially accepted as the country‟s song.” 

(Merrian-Webster). Wikipedia defines a national 

anthem as a “patriotic musical composition that 

evokes and eulogizes the history, traditions and 

struggles of its people...” (Wikipedia, 2020).  The 

national anthem is  sang with passion and pride. 

Some communities place their right hands on their 

hearts as they declared their love and commitment 

to their countries. Some anthems describes the 

geographical features of the land.  (SPARKS.C, 

ISAAC.S, 2004) The love for their tribe and land 

was visible among the old men and children who 

all sang with deep emotion and feeling.(M.J. Slater, 

2018)  

.  

2. METHODOLOGY 

The text selected for this analysis was the Uganda 

National anthem and the rationale for this criterion 

is that the Uganda anthem was intended to bring 

the people of Uganda together and make them love 

their country.  

    Under ethos the person who wrote the national 

anthem was analysed, his education, knowledge 

and tone of voice.  

    Under logos we examined the structure of the 

three stanzas (opening/middle/ conclusion), 

comparisons, analogies and metaphors used in the 

poem/anthem and the kind of grammar the 

poet/composer used and its effect. 

 Finally, under pathos the language of the text was 

analysed paying emphasis to clarity, passion and 

strength of choice of words.  The text/anthem was 

divided according to its textual boundaries and 

functional role of the stanzas. Using (HASAN. R, 

HALLIDAY. M.A.K, 1989) the clauses were 
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analysed as the basic units, specific linguistic units 

to establish the functional role of each linguistic 

item.  

3. DISCUSSION  

3.1 Ethos 

Ethos which refers to an ethical appeal is a Greek 

word for character. The word ethic is also derived 

from ethos. Ethos means to convince an audience 

of the author‟s credibility or character, by choosing 

proper grammar and syntax for your 

audience.(Editors, Ethos, Pathos and Logos 

definition and examples, 2015).  

     

The Uganda national anthem was composed by 

Professor George Wilberforce Kakoma a then 

renowned music teacher and Inspector of schools in 

Masaka district in southern Uganda. Prof. Kakoma 

was the first trained professional music composer 

in East Africa.  Before Uganda gained its 

independence in 1962 a committee was set up to 

look for a suitable song and all the contestants 

failed to provide suitable lyrics. The head of the 

committee, Professor Senteza Kajubi sought the 

help of Prof. Kakoma who was a friend. Prof. 

Kakoma promised to think about it because his 

friend Prof. Kajubi had told him that all the entries 

they had received for the national anthem fell 

below the requirements. One night after that 

meeting, Prof. Kakoma said, a strange tune had run 

through his head as he lay in his bed. He had 

decided to wake up and pen it down. (Byaruhanga, 

2011). The next day he worked on the ideas he had 

written down at night and fitted the words into a 

melody.  Prof. Kakoma‟s song was chosen because 

it was “short, original, solemn, praising and 

looking forward to the future” (Musisi, 2012).   

His academic qualification made Prof. Kakoma‟s 

composition acceptable to the committee because 

he was an educated man and very knowledgeable 

in music. Therefore Aristotle‟s claim that a person 

to convince their audience they should be credible 

are valid because this credibility formed the basis 

for Prof. Kakoma being considered above all other 

composer since he was the only music professor 

among them.  

  

3.2 Pathos  

Pathos refers to the emotional appeal, and it is the 

Greek word for both „suffering‟ and „experience‟ 

also the words empathy and pathetic are derived 

from pathos. Authors use pathos to make the 

audience feel what they want them to feel. Pathos 

is developed by using meaningful language, 

emotional tone, emotion evoking examples, and 

implied meanings.(Editors, Ethos, Pathos and 

Logos definition and examples, 2015). All the 

words were carefully chosen each carrying an 

emotional undertone to draw the people to love 

their country. 

 

  Prof. Kakoma used many emotion stimulating 

words in Uganda‟s National anthem. He started the 

anthem with an exclamation „oh„and this is 

repeated at the beginning of each stanza. The 

interjection „oh‟ is used in English to express a 

range of strong emotions and in this context 

emotion of love and devotion.(Wordtype, 2019) 

The exclamation is intended to express his strong 

emotional attachment to Uganda.   

The first phrase “Oh Uganda, may God uphold 

thee” is a prayer to God for their land to sustain the 

country as a sovereign nation under God.  The 

second phrase “ We lay our future in thy hands” 

refers to their trust in the ability of the land of 

Uganda  to look after them for generations to come.     

The third phrase “United free, for liberty” refers to 

the vision the composer saw of a people with 

holistic freedom with the people united beyond 

their tribal and clan boundaries.  The next phrase, 

“Together we‟ll always stand” declares that the 

nationals of Uganda will be and act as one no 

matter what.  The fifth phrase,  “Oh Uganda! The 

land of freedom” refers to the land where everyone 

is free to dream and accomplish big dreams. This 

means that Ugandans shouldn‟t be discouraged 

when they discuss their dreams and aspirations and 

venture in projects, instead they should be 

encouraged to excel. The sixth phrase,  “Our love 

and labour we give” refers to the pledge and 

commitment to give their hearts and sweat to their 

motherland.  The seventh phrase, “And with 

neighbours all at our country‟s call” refers to their 

belief that their neighbours are and will be friendly 

and helpful.   
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The eight phrase, “In peace and friendship we‟ll 

live” refers to the commitment not to harm and 

only seek to do what is in the best interest of their 

neighbours. The ninth phrase, “Oh Uganda! the 

land that feeds us” means that their survival 

depends upon the survival of the land of Uganda. 

The next phrase, “By sun and fertile soil grown” 

refers to the natural endowments God has given 

them as a nation. The eleventh phrase, “For our 

own dear land” refers to the value they place on 

their country. The twelfth phrase, We‟ll always 

stand” refers to their determination to maintain a 

set position and standard of values. And the last 

phrase, “The pearl of Africa‟s Crown” refers to the 

preciousness and high position the country holds on 

the continent of Africa.  

3.3 Logos 

Logos refers to logic and it is the Greek word for 

„the word or that by which the inward thought is 

expressed‟ and the word logic is derived from 

logos. Logos is developed by citing facts, literal 

analogies and logical arguments (Editors, Ethos, 

Pathos and Logos definition and examples, 2015). 

The facts about Uganda‟s National anthem are 

discussed in the table below 

Table 1: Table of Word in Anthem and their 

Logical Interpretation 

Word Class 

 

Meaning and relation to 

National Anthem 

Verb 

May  used for polite requests, uphold 

meaning to elevate, keep from 

falling, sustain 

Lay  used to refer to Ugandans resting 

in the protection of Uganda their 

benefactor 

Will used twice to signify that 

Ugandans will habitually perform 

the action of standing together 

Give used to refer to the transfer 

Ugandans make of their love and 

labour to Uganda 

Live refers to the actual location where 

the people in the anthem dwell 

Call Refers to the neighbours who are 

willing and ready at Uganda‟s 

request or invitation to come 

Feeds refers to Uganda giving us food, 

furnishing us with something 

essential, 

Stand refers to taking up or maintaining 

a specified position or posture 

  

Pronouns  

Thee to refer to one Uganda symbolic 

of national unity of the all tribes 

in Uganda 

We Is used twice to mean that the 

speaker is one / part of those 

referred to 

Thy used to show the closeness 

between Uganda and her people( 

your used informally to show 

belonging to an individual 

Us used to represent we the people of 

Uganda who the writer is a part 

of the Ugandans 

  

Adjectives  

Our  Used four times to relate the 

speaker to the nation Uganda to s 

how that the speaker belongs/ is 

part of the nation  

United show that Ugandans  are joined 

into a single entity and 

harmonious 

Free meaning that Ugandans have 

legal and political rights to exist 

Together is used to refer to Ugandans being 

well organized 
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All refers to every member or 

individual who lives close to 

Uganda  

Fertile refers to being capable of 

sustaining abundant plant growth 

Grown refers to covered or surrounded 

with vegetation 

Own refers to immediate or direct 

kinship 

Dear refers to highly valued 

  

Nouns  

Future  is used to refer to the time ahead , 

the events yet to be experienced 

Hands is used to represent ability to hold 

   Liberty is used to show that Uganda is 

free from external control. 

Stand used to Ugandans being firm, 

resolute, unwavering in the face 

of opposition 

Freedom is used to mean that Uganda is 

not constrained or enslaved 

Love is used to show that the Ugandans 

have intense feelings for and care 

for Uganda  

 

Labour used to mean that Ugandans will 

expend their energy, efforts, toil 

for Uganda 

Neighbours refers to fellowmen, people living 

or located near Uganda 

Peace refers to a state of security, 

tranquillity and quiet 

Friendship refers to goodwill among the 

people 

Land Used twice to refer to ground or 

soil of a specified situation, 

nature and quality, to Uganda 

being distinguished by its 

boundaries 

Sun referring to the luminous celestial 

body that gives earth heat and 

light 

 

Soil refers to the upper layer of earth 

where plants grow 

Africa refers to continent  in the Eastern 

hemisphere straddling the 

Equator   

Crown referring to something that 

imparts splendour, honour and 

finish 

Pearl Refers to Uganda which is very 

choice as a country endowed with 

a lot of precious resources 

  

Prepositions  

For in the fourth line of the first 

stanza is used to support the 

preceding words, it is also used to 

refer to on behalf of, or in honour 

of 

In to  show that our future is 

contained in Uganda  

 

Of used to refer what belongs to, 

what Uganda comprises, it is 

again 

used to indicate origin or 

derivation 

With used to mean in the company of, 

alongside Uganda ‟s neighbours 

At used as a function word to refer 

to presence or occurrence in, on 
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or near 

In used to indicate inclusion, 

purpose 

By used to mean proximity to 

  

Articles  

The Used three times  to indicate that 

the following noun is a unique or 

a particular member of its class., 

land, 

 

  

Adverbs  

Always  used twice to mean throughout all 

time, perpetually  

In  Used as a function word to 

indicate a position of assured or 

definitive success 

  

Interjection  

Oh  used to start all three stanzas to 

express the strong emotion the 

speaker has for Uganda  

 

 

The verbs which the author used include: may, lay, 

will, give, live, call, feeds, stands. All the verbs in 

the anthem are short, light and easy to pronounce 

on the lips with the effect of making the anthem 

easy and understand and the singer gets elated as 

they sing it. These action words look easy for the 

singer and this draws the people to it.  

One conjunction „and‟ is used four times in the 

anthem to join:  „love and labour‟, „sun and fertile‟, 

and the third time it is used is to join the idea of 

neighbours to the country. Love and labour are 

related in the sense that what you love you labour 

for and sun and fertile are related in the sense that 

the sun causes reactions to happen in the soil 

manure to decompose and fertilise the ground. 

„That „is used to indicate emphatic repetition of the 

idea expressed by a word or phrase. The 

conjunction „that‟ is used to introduce a noun 

clause that is the object of a verb, „that feeds us‟. 

The effect of this noun clause is that it personifies 

the land making it a living being with senses 

having the ability to see, touch, feel, hear and taste. 

This elevation is meant to cause the people on the 

land to respect it and not abuse it. 

The pronouns that the author uses are self 

inclusive. By using these pronouns the poet/ writer 

showed that he was also part of the people who he 

was referring to in the anthem. This has the effect 

of making the anthem personal and therefore 

appealing to the singer who like every other human 

being wants to feel included, have a sense of 

belonging.   The self inclusive pronouns include: 

„we‟ and „us‟.  „Thee‟ and „thy‟ are used in 

reference to the land, the country Uganda.  

All the adjectives used in the anthem denote a 

superior quality of the country, indicating its vast 

greenery and fertility.  

 

4. CONCLUSION 

When Ugandans fail to sing and to know their 

anthem it is not because the anthem has any 

limitations. The Uganda national anthem has all the 

three appeals ethos, logos and pathos. It has all the 

necessary aspects to appeal to a listener that should 

attract Ugandans to love and enjoy it.  

Therefore there is need to do a future study on 

Ugandans‟ perception of their national anthem to 

establish why so few of them know and can sing 

their national anthem.   
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