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Abstract  

 Nehruvian philosophy was entirely based on the scientific temper and humanism. He found in science a 

solution to all problems so that everything must be measured from the window of the science. He was a 

materialist philosopher however he wanted to built a democratic polity. His philosophy was very much inspired 

by Karl Marx, Mahatma  Gandhi, Vivekananda and other personalities of his contemporary. The emergence of a 

new era of the cold war between the USA and China makes the relevance of Nehruvian philosophy even today 

of the 21st Century. His outstanding contribution and works in the international field has been remarkable and 

unforgettable forever. His whole life of activities was based on scientific temper and humanism so that he was 

regarded as the scientific humanist. His philosophy of scientific humanist in the true sense of both Marxism and 

Gandhism which are always remain relevant and remarkable in the hearts and minds of the people of glove 

forever. 
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Introduction 

 Jawaharlal Nehru, better known as Chacha Nehru is arguably the most admired human being of the 

twentieth century. Nehru was not an academic philosopher and he was never concerned with abstract 

philosophical analysis. When asked about his philosophy, he typically responded „life is like a game of cards‟. 

Nehru was born in Allahabad, India on 1889. His father was a renowned lawyer and one of Mahatma Gandhi‟s 

notable lieutenants. A series of English governesses and tutors educated Nehru at home until he was 16. He 

continued his education in England, first at the Harrow school and then at Trinity college, Cambridge, where he 

earned an honors degree in natural science. He later studied law at the Inner Temple in London before returning 

home to India in 1912 and practicing law for several years. Four years later, Nehru married Kamala Kaul and 

had only one child, Indira Priyadarshini was born in 1917. Like her father, Indira would later serve as the Prime 

Minister of India and her married name was Indira Gandhi. A family of high achievers one of Nehru‟s sisters, 

Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, later became the first women president of the UN General Assembly. He entered 

politics in 1919 while Jallianwala Bagh massacre was happened at Amritsar. The incident changed the course of 

his life. This period in Indian history was marked by a wave of nationalist activity and governmental repression. 

Nehru was deeply influenced by the party‟s leader, Gandhi and sponsored Nehru‟s interest the most about 
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greater autonomy of Gandhi‟s slogan from the Colonial master, British. He went to prison more than nine years 

and studied left Political Theory, Marxism in jail so that his Economic thinking was to be the backdrop of 

Marxist Economy as necessary to Indian conditions after independence. After his father‟s death in 1931, Nehru 

became more embedded in the working of the Congress Party and became closer to Gandhi, attending the 

signing of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. His viewed that the religions basis of politics does not help social progress so 

he encouraged religions in the framework of science. Science was Nehru‟s mantra: science as the way of 

observation and precise knowledge and deliberate reasoning. According to him science is much prefer to 

religion so he would like to fighting irrationality in life activities, such as, problem of hunger and poverty, 

insanitation and illiteracy, superstition etc. Nehru strongly believed that science was the most effective and 

purposeful pursuit of mankind and its understanding application alone would usher in radical social 

transformation by expelling inequities of various dimensions that are afflicting mankind and society. He was 

educated in Cambridge and also got education on scientific subjects. During his long imprisonment in 1930s and 

1940s he was engaged in extensive reading and writing on history, philosophy, science and other subjects. 

During those days he thoroughly read more than four hundred books including more than thirty on science 

subjects. He stressed on the need of developing scientific temper which would go beyond the domain of positive 

knowledge of science. 

 The scientific approach and temper are a way of life, a process of thinking, a method of acting and 

associating with the fellowmen. We live in a scientific age, so we are said but there is little evidence of the 

temper in the people anywhere or even in their leaders. Nehru loved scientist and the scientists also in turn loved 

him. For Gandhi, religion can teach the politician to be moral and ethical; it has a role in a society for teaching 

moral values and maintaining an ethical order ultimately it leads to social peace and harmony. Without social 

peace, no social progress is possible. His whole philosophy combines to scientific aspect of Karl Marx and the 

spiritualist aspect of Mahatma Gandhi, especially in his scientific humanism. Scientific humanism forms the 

basic content of Nehruvian philosophy of human relationship and social progress during his lifetime. 

Statement of the problem  

 The genres of literatures produced so far discuss on „Relevance of Nehruvian Philosophy: A Scientific 

Humanist’ which found different viewpoints written by different writers. Generally, the common people thought 

that politics is above all the subjects so that such simple thought is very much challenging and also inspiring me 

to take up the present research paper. So this study is still lagging behind and quite distinct from the others‟ 

write ups.  

Review of the research 

I got through in most of the write ups on Nuhrevian Philosophy such as, books, journals, research 

papers, pamphlets etc. however this view points are different from the others. Regarding this theme on 

“Relevance of Nehruvian Philosophy: A Scientific Humanist” is very must different and speciality from the 

others write ups which is a quite unique.  

 



iJournals: International Journal of Social Relevance & Concern (IJSRC) 

    ISSN-2347-9698 

Volume 9 Issue 6 June 2021 

 © 2021, iJournals All Rights Reserved                                         www.ijournals.in 

 

© 2020, iJournals All Rights Reserved www.ijournals.in 

Page 3 

Major findings of the study 

1. Nehru as an „Architect of Modern India‟. 

2. He was one of the Charismatic leaders of India. 

3. He was a man of action. 

4. He was a secular minded political philosopher. 

5. He was the most important and central figure in extending support towards the scientific temper. 

6. He encouraged scientific outlook in order to solve the problem of poverty, ignorance, religious 

orthodox, etc. 

7. He emphasized on the need of utilizing scientific talents in India. 

8. Giving support to science and technology, he spent a great deal of time and effort in creating a 

base for scientific and technical research. 

9. He introduced the concept and importance of non-aligned movement in the era of cold war. 

10. He deeply impressed the concept and importance of the theory of Marxism. 

 

Importance and relevance of the research 

 The importance of Nehru in the context of Indian history can be distilled to the following points: He 

imparted modern values and thought, stressed secularism, insisted upon the basic unity of India, and in the 

face of ethnic and religious diversity, carried India into the modern age of scientific innovation and 

technological progress. He also prompted social concern for the marginalized people and respect for 

democratic values. Nehru was especially proud of reform the antiquated Hindu civil code. Finally, Hindu 

widows could enjoy equality with men in matters of inheritance and property. Nehru also changed Hindu law 

to criminalize caste discrimination. Nehru‟s administration established many Indian institutions of higher 

learning, including the „All India Institute of Medical Sciences‟, „Indian Institutes of Technology‟, and the 

„National Institute of Technology‟, and guaranteed in his five-year plans free and compulsory primary 

education to all of India‟s children. The five pillars of Nehruvian philosophy – India Nation Building, 

Democratic Institution Building, Secularism, Democratic Socialist Economics, A novel foreign policy such as 

, non-alignment, panchsheel still form the cardinal values of India along with unity in diversity, welfare state 

the most marginalised of the people. The emergence of a new era of the cold war between the US and China 

makes the relevance of Nehruvian ideology even today of the 21st century. His outstanding contribution and 

works in the international field has been unforgettable, his advocacy of the peaceful and secure world of the 

glove are always remarkable in the hearts and minds of the people of the glove. 

Legacy of Nehru 

 While serving his country, he enjoyed iconic status and was widely admired internationally for his 

idealism and statesmanship. His birthday, November 14, is celebrated in India as Baal Diva, “Children‟s Day” 

in recognition of his lifelong passion and work on behalf of children and young people. Nehru‟s only child, 

Indira, served as India‟s Prime Minister from 1966 to 1977 and from 1980 to 1984 when she was assassinated. 

Her son, Rajiv Gandhi, was the Prime Minister from 1984 to 1989, when he was also assassinated. 
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Objectives of the Study 

The major objectives of the study are: 

 Content and implications of Nehruvian Philosophy in all aspects and field of social life; 

 Nature of social institutions and relationships from the Nehruvian Philosophy point of view; 

 Concepts of development and social harmony at the micro-level, especially in rural/tribal areas, based 

on Nehruvian Philosophy; 

 Popular movements or programmes of action that have been/are undertaken in pursuit of the 

objectives of a Nehruvian social order or adopting methods that draw inspiration from the Nehruvian 

approach of peaceful social transformation. 

Methodology 

The study is based on secondary data. The secondary data are collected from the printed books, 

magazines, and newspapers. The collected data are analyzed by using experimental, historical and analytical 

method. The central probe concentrated on in this paper is Nehruvian Philosophy of scientific knowledge and 

humanism. 

Scientific humanism 

 Nehru‟s scientific humanism had the combination of scientific dimension as well as the spiritual 

dimension. He had respect for Gandhi‟s perspective on the role of religion in politics. He was of the opinion that 

Gandhi had a moral view of politics. He was a secularist so that he opposed the view that political parties should 

be organized on the basis of religion. He himself admitted that it was in the interest of man to have faith in the 

essential spirituality of manhood but he emphasized that faith was merely the concluding end of the rationalist 

process. He was of the opinion that man would never have faith in the spirituality of the human being unless 

circumstances environing him compelled it. He asserted that the way to the spiritualization of the social 

progresses lay through the objectivization of the spirit of man alone and to the realization of the social processes 

by through the objectivization of the spirit of man alone and to the realization of it. According to him, the 

highest ideal of human being is to be humanism and scientific spirit so that there is no conflict between the two. 

It is a growing synthesis between humanism and scientific spirit, resulting in the kind of scientific humanism. 

We attached so much importance to the notion of God that according to many thinkers like Voltaire, 

even if God did not exist it would be necessary to invent Him. According to them, God is a psychological 

necessity for "the mind of man has always been trying to fashion some such mental image or conception which 

grew with the mind's growth". In addition, it is our natural tendency to depend on someone else - who we 

consider to be superior to us in all aspects - in knowledge, competence, power and perfection, for instance. God 

is the paradigm of virtues and ideals cherished, on whom we can rely in times of crisis and whom we can blame 

for our failures. Countering the argument of those who upheld the necessity of God or a God-like concept, 

Nehru argued, Even if God exists, it may be desirable not to look up to Him or to rely upon Him. He argued, 
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"Too much dependence on supernatural factors may lead, and has often led, to a loss of self-reliance in man. It 

would, according to him, ultimately result in "blunting of his (man's) capacity and creative ability". Nehru had a 

tremendous faith in the human. In order to show the supremacy of man over God he argued, "God we may deny, 

but what hope is there for us if we deny man and thus reduce everything to futility. Instead of having faith in 

God and religion Nehru advocated humanism - which he termed as scientific humanism. It represents synthesis 

between humanism and scientific spirit. Scientific humanism advocated by Nehru is practical and pragmatic, 

ethical and social, altruistic and humanitarian. It is governed by practical idealism for social betterment. The 

doctrine of scientific humanism rejects the philosophic, mystic or theoretical approach to humanism in which 

the quest is primarily for ultimate reality and for individual salvation. For scientific humanism on the contrary, 

"humanity is its God and social service its religion". It recognises the fact that "every culture has certain values 

attached to it, limited and conditioned by that culture". It also recognises that human nature is such that "every 

generation and every people suffer from the illusion that their way of looking at things is the only right way or 

is, at any rate, the nearest approach" to knowing and realising the truth to which they accord permanent validity. 

Scientific humanism wins over this general tendency and upholds a radically opposite view, namely that "the 

values of our present-day culture may not be permanent and final; nevertheless they have an essential 

importance for us for they represent the thought and spirit of the age we live in". In view of this Nehru 

concludes that "we have to function in line with the highest ideals of the age we live in, though we may add to 

them or seek to mould them in accordance with our national genius". Like Sartre, Nehru, too, upholds the view 

that man continually accepts the challenges faced by him in achieving the targets and goals chosen by him. Life, 

according to him, is a principle of growth, not of standing still, a continuous becoming, which does not permit 

static conditions." For man, life is a long adventure and an opportunity to test his will and his worth. He does not 

rest until goals are reached. From every disappointment and defeat, the spirit of man emerges with new strength 

and wider vision. 

 Nehru was basically a scientist in his approach. In fact he was the first amongst the nationalist leaders 

who did recognize the importance of science and technology for the modernization of the Indian society. For a 

modern educated Indian and this is true as well Nehru represented the desire to be modern and scientific in one‟s 

outlook. To Nehru, science constituted the very essence of life without which he would say the modern world 

would have found it difficult to survive. He found in science a solution to all problems. All through his life, he 

advocated a scientific temper and preached scientific humanism for the socio-economic development of the 

country. 

Conclusion 

 Nehru was a disciple of Mahatma Gandhi however he had significant different with him. Nehru was 

not a religious man while Gandhi was a purely religious man. His philosophy was entirely based on the 

scientific temper and preached scientific humanism. He remarked that religions must be in the framework of 

science so that everything must be measured from the window of the science. Actually, he was a materialist but 

opposed to dialectical materialism, philosophy of Marxism. He was not a political philosopher like Hobbes, 

Rousseau or Karl Marx but he was certainly a man of ideas as also of action. He did learn the western style of 
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living and life of comforts and luxuries of Indian masses. His whole life activities were undergoing of the 

understanding blackdrop of both science and humanism for the socio-economic development of the country.  
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