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Abstract 

       This paper describe Sumber maroon River area 

can become a reserve and be a source of water 

transport and water tourism. Nowadays, water 

tourism is becoming increasingly popular among 

people. Local people should be given an 

understanding of the importance of tourism 

activities that depend primarily on the river 

environment and what needs to be done to support 

these activities. The river must be kept clean and 

preserved. This research was carried out at the 

Sanmarmaroon Karsuku River, Malang, Indonesia. 

The aim of this study was to evaluate the 

implementation of more than the Spear Maron 

River as a tourist destination to improve the quality 

of life of the local population. Data were analyzed 

descriptively and using Excel software. The study 

found that most of the respondents agreed that the 

Sunumbermaron River could be a tourist 

destination. Most people have agreed with Sumber 

Maron's conservation program and integration plan 

as a tourist destination and people agree to stop 

throwing rubbish into the river and participate in 

conservation of the river's environment. The 

provision of facilities is expected to support efforts 

to improve the quality of life of communities. The 

recommendations resulting from this study are 

expected to be a reference for the government and 

the local population. 

Keywords: water conservation – Water tourism 

quality -  Perception - area malang-as  A Tourist 

Destination  

1. INTRODUCTION 

According to the World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO): Eco-tourism     contains educational 

features to support the conservation of natural 

areas, provide  alternative employment for local 

communities, and increase awareness to natural and 

cultural assets,[1] and  According to Organization 

for Tropical Studies: Environmental tourism 

http://article.sapub.org/10.5923.j.re.20180801.01.html#Aff4
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,focuses on enriching human perception, awareness 

and respect for the importance of protecting natural 

resources”,[2].  According to Law of Republic of 

Indonesia No 10 Year 2009 about Tourism), Tour 

is travel activity carried out   by a person or group 

of people.  By visiting certain place for recreation , 

personal development, or study the uniqueness of 

the tour attractiveness visited in temporary 

period”[3] 

2. The river is fresh water that flows from high to 

low place and endures to the biggest river, lake or 

sea. The river is one of water resource that must be 

arranged completely and comprehensive that used 

as a sustainable water resource to the prosperity of 

people (Undang-Undang Republik Indonesia 

Nomor 7 Tahun 2004 in Maryono, 2009). 

According to the Regulation of the Minister of 

Public Works No. 63/PRT/1993), there are three 

classifications of rivers namely: river with an 

embankment, the river without embankment and 

river was affected tide.[4] 

 

3. Description SumberMaron River    

Sumbermaron river as A Tourist Destination     are 

The river is a natural source of fresh water that 

flowing from a higher to a lower place .Sumber 

Maron offers  exotic and unique views   with   

rocks that  resemble waterfalls at an altitude of 

approximately 5-6 meters with an elevation of 60o. 

[5]. 

The flowing rice field water makes an impressive 

panorama very different. Sumber Maron is located 

in 112o 59’  87,9” EL 8o 16’ 79,7” SL. It is under 

the area of Karangsuko village district, Malang 

regency.  This river was originally a spring. The 

water Which was used for daily needs such as 

bathing, washing, and other needs by local people . 

It became the tourist destination after the building 

of Water and Sanitation for Low Income 

Communities (WSLIC).  in 2006 and the 

construction of electricity generation  Micro-Hydro 

Power Electricity in 2012. According to the (Law 

of the Republic of Indonesia Number 7 of [4] 

riverside area can be main guidance for usage 

activity and river protection. 

 

Fig.1 (A) The middle of the river )B) Waterfall 

(C) Swimming area. (D).The end of the river 

and the presence of visitors. 

2. Using river Water tourism 

According to [6] water tourism area is 

developed with complete facilities and services, 

both for recreation and deepening the experience. 

According to Page (1995) in Agnes (2005), there 

are  some elements of the tourism plan, namely: the 

natural and socio-economic environment; 

attractiveness and tourist  activities; 

accommodation; transportation; institutional 

elements; other infrastructure; facilities, utilities 

and other travel services; domestic and 

international tourism market as well as the use of 

tourism infrastructure by local  residents. 

According [7]  
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Tourism is an industry that sells the 

physical and social environment existing culture to 

domestic and foreign tourists. Tourism consists of 

three basic elements, namely: Mechanical 

elements, the issue of living to the selected 

destination or destination. Elements of statistics, 

the issue of living in the goal area. Elements 

consequence, the results of the above two elements 

related to their effects on ecosystems and social. 

According [8]. tourism object is the embodiment of 

human creation, way of life, art and culture and 

history of the place and the nation or the state of 

nature that has attractive to tourists. One of tourism 

object that has been developed is a tourist attraction  

that focus on river water. Water is the main focus 

of  tourism in nature or open space.  

Water tourism  demand by people. The 

setting is unplanned or natural. Water tourism is 

recreation activities or traveling with the purpose 

and object of the natural landscape and artificial 

form of the waters carried in open space while 

enjoying views of the waters. Water tourism are 

usually supported by facilities and tourist activities 

related to the water fun or entertainment while 

enjoying the scenery or activity tourist attractions 

water tourism can be developed with well water if 

the quality and cleanliness of the environment is 

maintained  Local residents should be given an 

understanding of the importance of tourism 

activities on the river environment  and the things 

that need to be done to support these activities.  

Rivers must be maintained cleanliness, 

beauty and safety. Riverside area issues and 

settlements in the surrounding areas are important 

where the locals around riverside area involved 

directly and under the influence of these activities. 

Provision of support facilities serve to improve the 

quality of life of local residents based economy [9].  

Water tourism will provide social and cultural 

impact, namely: the emergence of cultural 

encounters between tourists and locals that will 

arise marriage culture.  

In addition, water tourism also affect 

ecosystem, namely:  increasing efforts reservation 

of natural resources, development of national 

parks, protection of coastal and marine as well as 

the protection of mangrove forests. If the 

construction of facilities for water tourism are not 

considered properly and excessive, it can pollute 

and damage the physical environment To empower 

object tourism, it is necessary to approach and 

coordination with the local population which needs 

to be given an understanding of the importance of 

water tourism in the environment and actively 

participate in tourism activities. Direct involvement 

of the local population impact in further developing 

and promoting a tourism attraction. One form of 

such involvement is with the aspirations that there 

are further disseminated back and formulated into a 

policy. Furthermore, at the implementation stage, 

the locals were involved directly and interact with 

tourism stakeholders. [7] river basin management 

approach requires the policy, namely: The balance 

between supply and needs. 

3. Methodology and Analysis  

To do this research quantitative method 

was employed Quantitative method with primary 

data (through observation, questionnaires, and 

interview) there is  also - secondary data (from my 

study of literature  review Subjects: visitors and 

local [5]. 

Data of this research included: maps, images, 

boundaries of the area  indicating housing and 

business units, such as agricultural area the local 
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Community And also some of the habits such as 

Washing, swimming and cleaning 

The main data are responses of 

questionnaires   and interviews from a local people 

and a local government, responses were of 

questionnaires   and interviews.   Site plan specific 

data obtained from filling out the questionnaire 

form. This paper examines the state of the 

Sinmabarron River, the infrastructure and facilities 

that support water tourism and the participation of 

local people. The questionnaire is divided into 

three parts: Respondents' data, respondents' 

perceptions and respondents' suggestions. 

Questions on perception Respondents based on 

research conducted by [7]. Assessment responses 

using Likert scale from 1 (strongly disagree) to 3 

(strongly agree). The population is constructed in 

the river area, which is 100 samples between local 

residents, government and visitors between the 

ages of 20-60 years.  I use statistical Analysis: 

implementing excel counting and descriptive 

analysis of interview results to Analysis the data 

obtained and results   Tabulating the data into 

tables.  

4. Results and Discussion 

Here first result of my research. nI the 

figure (1) The Respondents  They are 100 people.  

their age ranges between 20 - 60 years old, include  

57% male and 43% female The perception  of the 

water use According  to respondent we have 57% 

that do not use it . 43% use water for agriculture; 

now from the 43% use it. 

This means they use it for any kind of 

purpose, 40 %  people  use it for cleaning  and the 

all 43 % use it for agriculture . So they are people 

who use the water for cleaning and Agriculture the 

same, just 3% people use it for Agriculture 

 

 

Fig (2) The age rangest   between 20-60 

years old 

Knowledge about Pollution and Conservation 

 

From the table it  is clear to us,  for example 55% 

of the people don't know about the importance of 

water ,  This explain that  the people  can be  asked  

to do some action  to preserve the water . 

And 64% of the people do not know the role in the 

preservation of river water pollution.  

That means that they not know the 

important of water, but they do not know, how to 

preserve the water. 

so the means that the government  should  be  

Education  them  about some action  to  protect  the  

water  from pollution  
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Table (1) Knowledge about Pollution and 

Conservation 

Knowledge, Perception, and Attitude Don’t know Neutral Know 

The pollution of the environment 65% 10% 25% 

Interest in environmental conservation 60% 13% 27% 

The type of environmental pollution 61% 16% 23% 

The importance of water 55% 11% 34% 

Humans cause pollution to the river water 46% 32% 22% 

Any disease caused  by  polluted water 45% 37% 18% 

A role in the preservation of river water pollution 64% 12% 24% 

 

Conservation Program  

From chart, the first and second question 

about S.M as tourist destination   and the river as 

water resource. 

Means functions of river it is for tourist destination 

and water resource. And the question about 

participating in the cleaning program and changes 

the habits. The high potential are participating in 

cleaning and changing their habits.  

Than the question about maintenance of the 

environment around the river ,question about stop 

throwing garbage , and question about no using the 

pollution water . 

-The people agree to maintain the environment 

-To keep clean the water  ,  

-To use the area for healthy and attractive tourist  

destination  

 

Fig (3) Conservation Program 

• People have little knowledge on pollution 

and conservation of rivers. The don’t 

really know about how to participate to 

reduce pollution.   

• People understand that water is essential 

for living things and that human’s cause 

water pollution. They also know that 

water can spread diseases. 

• People need to start using water 

economically and participate in 

environmental conservation programs. 

• People should pay attention on possible 

diseases they may get if they bath, wash, 

or use river water. 

• The result of this study supports the 

finding [10].  About society agreement on 

the management of Sumber Maron river as 

tourism destination. 

 

5. Conclusion   

 

 people of  S.M agree with the conservation 

program and the integration plan to make the area 

as a tourist destination . That is why they agree to 

stop throwing garbage into the river. So as not to 

contaminate the water and to prevent diseases, 

because the water is used for irrigation, bathing and 

washing purposes. 

 

6. Recommendations 

  

1. Education about the importance of water and the 

possible pollution done by the people must be 

periodically held.  

2. The potential of the area as a tourist attraction is 

supported by the local people.  

3. More facilities such as pavements on the river 

bank can improve the cleanliness and beauty of the 

area.  
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4. Other facilities and attractions should be built to 

attract more visitors. 

5. Community should be involved  in the 

development and conservation programs  of  

Sumber Maron  

6. Public facilities such as roads, bridges, cafes, 

and parks need to be considered. 
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